
September 11, 2018 

 

The Honorable Alex M. Azar II 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Health & Human Services 

200 Independence Avenue, S.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20201 

 

Dear Secretary Azar, 

 

We were shocked and dismayed at the news report that the Food and Drug Administration 

(FDA) has signed a contract to purchase “fresh” aborted fetal organs from Advanced Bioscience 

Resources, for the purpose of creating humanized mice with human immune systems.  We expect 

far better of our federal agencies – especially under the leadership of a courageous pro-life 

president – entrusted with the health of American citizens.  It is completely unacceptable to 

discover that the FDA is using federal tax dollars and fomenting demand for human body parts 

taken from babies who are aborted. 

 

The FDA’s statement to the news reporter who uncovered this government-sponsored trafficking 

in baby body parts said that the FDA is “committed to ensuring that its research is conducted 

responsibly, conforms with all legal requirements, and meets the highest ethical standards.”  

These experiments using aborted fetal organs are neither responsible nor do they meet even 

modest ethical standards, and there are serious questions about the legality of methods used to 

procure the aborted baby organs and tissue. 

 

In 2015, disturbing undercover videos obtained by the Center for Medical Progress showed 

abortion industry staff discussing the sale of fetal brains, hearts, livers and other organs obtained 

from elective abortions.  Subsequent investigations by the House Select Panel on Infant Lives 

and the Senate Judiciary Committee found evidence of violations of federal laws regarding the 

buying and selling of fetal organs.  Advanced Bioscience Resources, the company with which 

the FDA has its contract for procurement of aborted fetal organs, is among the entities referred 

for criminal investigation by both houses of Congress for potential collusion with abortion 

facilities as well as possibly profiting from the sale of fetal organs from aborted babies. 

 

The details regarding this FDA contract are still unknown, and full transparency is needed, so 

that an ethical path forward can be found.  For example, how many organs have been ordered, 

what types, and how many of each?  How many aborted babies are required for each shipment to 

FDA, and what gestational ages are ordered for procurement?  Since this is a year-long contract 

to procure aborted baby organs, how many shipments are requested?  It’s likely that there must 

be some coordination in timing to obtain “fresh” aborted organs for the experiments, so is there a 

schedule for shipment and delivery of the aborted organs?  Or is this custom order of baby 

organs on-demand, as needed by FDA?  Because there is a requirement for “fresh” tissue, what 

does this mean in terms of hours elapsed since the harvest of aborted fetal organs for delivery to 

FDA? 

 

 



There is a larger question of openness and transparency at HHS regarding this issue.  Not only is 

this shocking FDA contract of concern, but the National Institutes of Health (NIH) continues to 

fund fetal tissue experimentation.  NIH’s own data indicate that during FY 2017 the NIH spent 

$98 million for fetal tissue research and expects to spend $103 million in FY 2018.  The data for 

FY 2017 also indicate that while the bulk of this spending comprises grants to university 

researchers, a number of projects (approx. $21 million) involved experiments with fetal tissue on 

the NIH campus.  We would ask the same questions as above, for the taxpayer dollars spent for 

aborted fetal organs for NIH experiments.   

 

Besides FDA and NIH, are there other federal agencies, such as CDC, doing experiments with 

aborted fetal organs?  We would appreciate a full accounting, and full transparency, for any 

federal agency participating in this type of research. 

 

Fetal organ procurement is highly unethical and potentially illegal.  The undercover investigation 

by the Center for Medical Progress found that many women solicited to donate aborted baby 

organs were given misleading consent forms to sign with statements that aborted tissue “has been 

used to treat and find a cure for such diseases as diabetes, Parkinson’s disease, Alzheimer’s 

disease, cancer and AIDS.”  These blatantly false statements violate ethical standards by grossly 

misleading the patient.  

 

Moreover, this research is irresponsible.  Contrary to claims, there is no scientific requirement of 

aborted fetal tissue to construct humanized mice.  Historically, humanized mice were constructed 

using aborted fetal organs such as fetal liver, fetal bone marrow, and fetal thymus, on the theory 

that young fetal tissue would be more robust in growth.  But good scientific alternatives exist to 

this grisly sourcing, including use of human umbilical cord blood stem cells and adult peripheral 

blood stem cells.  There are abundant modern scientific alternatives, making aborted fetal tissue 

unnecessary. 

 

What steps, if any, did the FDA take to identify ethical alternatives prior to contracting with 

ABR for organs and tissue from unborn children?  Going forward, what agency-wide steps will 

the Department of Health and Human Services take to identify and pursue ethical alternatives 

with the full engagement of its leadership role in scientific inquiry and enforcement of current 

law? 

 

The federal government must find ethical alternatives as soon as possible, and should end all 

association with those who participate in any trafficking or procurement of aborted baby organs. 

No taxpayer dollars should continue to go to this gruesome practice.  It is our hope that these 

reforms would start with you and HHS – and start today. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Marjorie Dannenfeler 

President 

Susan B. Anthony List 

 

 

Tony Perkins 

President 

Family Research Council 

 

 



Jeanne Mancini 

President 

March for Life 

 

Tom McClusky 

President 

March for Life Action 

 

Catherine Glenn Foster 

President and CEO 

American s United for Life 

 

Father Frank Pavone 

National Director 

Priests for Life 

 

Bradley Mattes 

President 

Life Issues Institute 

 

Eunie Smith 

President 

Eagle Forum 

 

Russell Moore 

President 

Southern Baptist Ethics & Religious Liberty 

Commission 

 

Lila Rose 

President and Founder 

Live Action 

 

Timothy Head 

Executive Director 

Faith and Freedom Coalition 

 

Terry Schilling 

Executive Director 

American Principles Project 

 

Troy Newman 

Co-Founder Center for Medical Progress 

Operation Rescue 

 

 

Penny Young Nance 

CEO and President 

Concerned Women for America 

LAC 

 

Tim Chapman 

Executive Director 

Heritage Action 

 

Kristan Hawkins 

President  

Students for Life of America 

 

David Daleiden 

Project Lead 

The Center for Medical Progress 

 

Donna J. Harrison 

Executive Director 

American Association of Pro Life 

Obstetricians and Gynecologists 

 

Greg Schleppenbach 

Associate Director, Secretariat of Pro-Life 

Activities 

United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops 

 

Mario R. Dickerson 

Executive Director 

Catholic Medical Association 

 

David Stevens, MD, MA (Ethics) 

CEO 

Christian Medical Association 

 

Quentin L. Van Meter, M.D.  

President 

American College of Pediatricians 

 

Cheryl Sullenger 

Senior Vice President 

Operation Rescue 

 

 

 



Ronald C. Warren 

President & CEO 

Care Net 

 

Brian Fisher 

President  

Human Coalition 

 

Joe Langfield 

Executive Director 

Human Life Alliance 

 

Tom Shakely 

Executive Director 

Terri Schiavo Life & Hope Network 

 

Eric Scheidler 

Executive Director 

Pro-Life Action League 

 

Robert Cielnicky 

Executive Director 

Life Priority Network, Life Amendment 

Coalition 

 

Steven Ertelt 

Editor 

Lifenews.com 

 

Maria Maffucci 

Editor 

Human Life Review 

 

Steve Jalsevac 

President 

LifeSiteNews 

 

C. Preston Noell III 

President 

Tradition, Family, Property, Inc. 

 

Day Gardner 

President 

National Black Pro-Life Union 

 

 

Matt Britton 

Chair & General Counsel 

40 Days for Life 

 

James Nolan 

President 

Crossroads Pro-Life 

 

Herb Geraghty 

Director of Communications 

Rehumanize International 

 

Lauren Muzyka 

Executive Director 

Sidewalk Advocates for Life 

 

Alexandra Snyder 

Executive Director 

Life Legal Defense Foundation 

 

Deborah Lynn Tilden 

Co-Creator – S.M.A.R.T. Women’s 

Healthcare & Life Victory Enterprises LLC 

Life Victory Enterprises LLC 

 

Paul Weber 

President & CEO 

Family Policy Alliance 

 

Michael Gonidakis 

President 

Ohio Right to Life 

 

Julaine K. Appling 

President 

Wisconsin Family Action 

 

Joe Ortwerth 

Executive Director 

Missouri Family Policy Council 

 

Cathie Humbarger 

Executive Director 

Allen County Right to Life 


